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Aga Khan University (AKU) 

 Established in 1983, principal office in Karachi, Pakistan 
 

 Promotes human welfare through research, teaching and 
services 
 

 Health Sciences & Education 
 Comprehensive university with Arts, Sciences 

 
 Operating primarily in developing countries  

 3 regions; 6 countries 
 
 



Aga Khan University (AKU) 



Institutional Repository – Why? 

 To manage and showcase institutional intellectual output under one 
site (articles, theses, publications, etc.) 

 
 To facilitate world wide readership leading to an increase in the profile 

and prestige of the institution 
 

 To provide a platform to the faculty and researchers for open-access 
web publishing (e-journals and e-books) 

 
 To demonstrate to funding bodies the breadth and depth of output 

from the institution 



AKU’s Institutional Repository (AKU-IR) 

 Platform – Digital Commons by bepress, CA, USA 
 eCommons@AKU is our brand name 

 Accessible at http://ecommons.aku.edu  

 System implemented – June 2013 

 Initial content recruitment (500 items) – June 2013-Jan 2014 

 Site launched officially - Feb 2014 

 4,500+ Items uploaded so far 

 382,000+ downloads worldwide 

 AKU-IR is registered with: 

 Directory of Open Access Repositories (OpenDOAR) 

 Registry of Open Access Repositories (ROAR) 

 

 

 

http://ecommons.aku.edu/
http://opendoar.org/
http://roar.eprints.org/
http://roar.eprints.org/
http://roar.eprints.org/


AKU-IR   -   Contents 

 Published articles in peer-reviewed journals 

 Journals (JAM, PJNS) 

 Books and book chapters 

 AKU Publications (Annual Reports, News letters, Alumni Magazine, etc.) 

 Conferences and symposia 

 Theses and dissertations (Abstract only) 

http://ecommons.aku.edu/jam
http://ecommons.aku.edu/pjns


http://ecommons.aku.edu/


AKU IR – Discipline Wheel 

http://ecommons.aku.edu/sunburst.html


AKU IR – Readership : Recent/live downloads 

http://ecommons.aku.edu/readership_map.html


IR as a scholarly publishing tool 



Library Publishing Services 

Hosting services   vs.   publishing services:  
 
Hosting services: Library only provides a platform and 
associated support for publications  
 
Publishing services: Library provides hosting support and is 
directly involved in the editorial management/production of 
new content  



AKU-IR Publishing Capacity 

 Library online publishing capacity with IR platform 

 Journals with professional-grade peer reviewed editorial process 

 Electronic Theses & Dissertations (ETDs)  

 Conference Proceedings  

 Monographs 

 AKU Library started offering support for publishing in Q1 2013 

 Four AKU departments contacted us to publish/host journals 

 As of today, 2 journals are published/hosted – 2 in the process 

 Journal of Asian Midwives (JAM) was first journal 
 Volume 1, No. 1 was published in Q2 2014 

 Recently we have hosted the 2nd journal (PJNS) 



AKU IR - Journals 

http://ecommons.aku.edu/peer_review_list.html


Publishing partnership for JAM 

Pre-Publishing Scenario 

 AKU Library started collaboration with School of Nursing & Midwifery (SONAM) 

 Journal start-up consultation (name, editorial board, policy development, etc.)  

 Developed organizational and governance structure for the journal 

 An MoU was signed between Library & SONAM with a clear mandate, roles and 
responsibilities. The provost counter-signed the MoU. 

 A librarian is part of Editorial Board 

 Journal structure and content; Site design/mock-up 

 Template development (e.g. article layout and design)  

 EdiKit training for editorial staff/faculty  

 Vol. 1, No. 1 of JAM was published in June 2014. 

 



Journal of Asian Midwives (JAM) 

 JAM is the first regional peer review online biannual 
midwifery journal.  

 It aims to promote midwifery in Asia through the publication 
of high quality articles.  

 It is an Open Access journal, hence all articles are  
downloadable in full text. 

 The regional and international Editorial, Associate and the 
Advisory Boards maintain its quality through fast, fair, and 
professional peer review. 

 









Publishing partnership for JAM 

Post-Publishing Scenario 

 Got ISSN after the first volume published 

Database indexing application and support (FHS Library is helping SONAM) 

 Signed an agreement with EBSCO 

 Got registered with ‘CINAHL Complete’  

 Indexing in PubMed – In process 

 Registration with Sherpa Romeo – In process (Copyright officer is helping SONAM) 

 

 Directory of Open Access Journals (DOAJ) 

 Creative Commons License 

                   - can be shared and adopted under ‘non-commercial’ attribution  

 

http://www.sherpa.ac.uk/romeo/index.php?la=en&fIDnum=|&mode=simple
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/2.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/2.0/


Conclusion / Recommendations 

 University libraries should take up the challenge and 
establish IRs in their respective institutions 

 Libraries should start publishing partnership for journal 
hosting/publishing  

 Institutions should support their libraries to set up IRs 

 Librarians should keep an eye on modern trends in the 
library industry, and adopt them as much as possible 

 Adequate budget should be available to libraries to introduce 
innovative services and systems 
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